
6th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 5. Procession of the Honorable 
Wood of the Lifegiving Cross of the Lord (First of the three “Feasts of the 
Savior” in August). Holy Seven Maccabean Martyrs: Abimus, Antoninus, 
Gurias, Eleazar, Eusabonus, Alimus, and Marcellus, their mother 
Solomonia, and their teacher, Eleazar (166 B.C.). The Martyrs of Perge in 
Pamphylia: Leontius, Attius, Alexander, Cindeus, Minsitheus (Mnesitheus), 
Cyriacus, Mineon (Menæus), Catanus, and Eucleus (3rd c.). "Foreteller" Icon 
of the Mother of God.) 

 Romans 12:6-14                                                    Matthew 9:1-8 
      
“If an earthly king, our emperor,” wrote Saint Tikhon of Zadonsk 
(1724-83), “wrote you a letter, would you not read it with joy? 
Certainly, with great rejoicing and careful attention.” But what, he 
asks, is our attitude toward the letter that has been addressed to us by 
no one less than God Himself? “You have been sent a letter, not by any 
earthly emperor, but by the King of Heaven. And yet you almost 
despise such a gift, so priceless a treasure.” To open and read this letter, 
Saint Tikhon adds, is to enter into a personal conversation face-to-face 
with the living God. “Whenever you read the Gospel, Christ Himself 
is speaking to you. And while you read; you are praying and talking to 
Him.” 
 
Such exactly is our Orthodox attitude to the reading of Scripture. I am 
to see the Bible as God’s personal letter sent specifically to myself. The 
words are not intended merely for others, far away and long ago, but 
they are written particularly and directly to me, here and now. 
Whenever we open our Bible, we are engaging in a creative dialogue 
with the Savior. In listening, we also respond. “Speak, for Your servant 
hears,” we reply to God as we read (1 Sam. 3:10); “Here am I” (Is. 6:8). 
 
… Combining Saint Tikhon’s words and the Moscow statement, the 
four key characteristics which mark the Orthodox “Scriptural mind” 
may be distinguished. First, our reading of Scripture is obedient. 
Second, it is ecclesial, in union with the Church. Third, it is Christ-
centered. Fourth, it is personal. 
 
   -- Metropolitan Kallistos (Ware), How to Read the Bible 
 
      
 

 

SCHEDULE  
 
Sunday, August 1……………………9:00am Third Hour 
Beginning of Dormition Fast  9:15am St. Xenia Prayers 
     9:30am Divine Liturgy 
 
Thursday, August 5…………………6:00pm Great Vespers  
       With Litiya 
 
Friday, August 6……………………..9:00am Divine Liturgy 
Holy Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 
Sunday, August 8……………………9:00am Third Hour 
     9:15am General Confession 
     9:30am Divine Liturgy 
 

~~~ 
Welcome to all our visitors. 

Whether you are attending in person or watching from home, we are 
happy to have you join us in worship. 

~~~ 
 
God grant Many Years to those celebrating birthdays, wedding 
anniversaries, or name days during the month of August! 
 
Birthdays:  Samantha Babyack, Martin Burne, Kim Constantine, 
Amanda Farbanish, Hurley Fox, Dean Lysak, Ed Kirchdoeffer, Daniel 
Nosal, Jonathan Olszowy, Brenda Prymak, Nicholas Robinson, Dawn 
Smith, Barbara Timpani, William Tutko, Daniel Walsh, Robert Weger, 
Nicole Wynder, Robert Holmes, James Moore. 
 
Anniversaries:  Jerry & Galina Adair, Thomas & Janice Kern, Thomas 
& Deanne Kietrys, Robert & Irene Weger, Mark & Lisa Wynder. 
 
Name days:  Peter Dardaganis – August 15th. 
 

~~~ 
 

PRISON MINISTRY - $559 in donations was collected last Sunday to 
benefit the Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry. 
 



REMINDERS 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – To register your child for the 2021-2022 
sessions please use the forms available in the church vestibule.  More 
information is available via the links provided in the weekly email 
update for July 25th.   Our Atrium (for 3-6 year-old students) is in need 
of some materials. Please see Chris Wood for details. 
(mikam905@yahoo.com). 
 
BIRTHDAYS, ETC. – To have your loved ones mentioned in the 
bulletin for birthdays, anniversaries, or name days, please send 
pertinent information to Marian Babiak at mbabs.qwerty@gmail.com 
or (908) 347-8313. 

~~~ 
Procession of the Honorable Wood of the Life-Giving Cross of the 
Lord  
Troparion — Tone 1 
O Lord, save Your people, / and bless Your inheritance! / Grant 
victories to the Orthodox Christians / over their adversaries. / And by 
virtue of the Cross, / preserve Your habitation! 
 
Kontakion — Tone 4 
As You were voluntarily crucified for our sake, / grant mercy to those 
who are called by Your name; / make all Orthodox Christians glad by 
Your power, / granting them victories over their adversaries, / by 
bestowing on them the invincible trophy, Your weapon of peace! 
 

~~~ 
“Prayer in church is important. The best thoughts and feelings come 
in church, yes, and the enemy attacks more violently in church, but with 
the sign of the Cross and the Jesus Prayer, you drive him away. It is 
good to stand in some dark corner in church and to pray to God. “Let 
us lift up our hearts!” the priest exclaims, but our mind often creeps 
along the ground, thinking about indecent things. Fight against this.”                          

  + St. Barsanuphius of Optina 
 
 “Devils take great delight in fullness, and drunkenness and bodily 
comfort. Fasting possesses great power and it works glorious things. 
To fast is to banquet with angels.”      

  + St. Athanasius the Great 
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