
23rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 6. Synaxis of the Holy 

Unmercenaries. Venerable Joannicius the Great (846). 

Hieromartyrs Nicander, Bishop of Myra, and Hermas, Presbyter 

(1st c.). Venerable Merkúry, Faster, of the Kiev Caves (Far Caves—

14th c.). Venerable Nikander, Abbot of Gorodénsk (Novgorod—

16th c.). 

 Ephesians 2:4-10                                                           Luke 8:41-56 

 Blessed Xenia of Saint Petersburg (in the world, Xenia Grigorievna 

Petrova) was the wife of an army officer, Major Andrew Petrov and lived in 

the eighteenth century. After the wedding, the couple lived in Saint Petersburg. 

Saint Xenia became a widow at the age of twenty-six when her husband 

suddenly died at a party. She grieved for the loss of her husband, and 

especially because he died without Confession or Holy Communion. Once her 

earthly happiness ended, she did not look for it again. From that time forward, 

Xenia followed the difficult path of foolishness for the sake of Christ. The 

Lord strengthened her and helped her to bear sorrow and misfortune patiently 

for the next forty-five years. 

 She started wearing her husband’s clothing, and insisted that she be 

addressed as “Andrew Feodorovich.” She told people that it was she, and not 

her husband, who had died. She abandoned her former way of life and 

experienced a spiritual rebirth. When she gave away her house and possessions 

to the poor, her relatives complained to the authorities. After speaking to 

Xenia, the officials were convinced that she was in her right mind and was 

entitled to dispose of her property as she saw fit. Soon she had nothing left for 

herself, so she wandered through the poor section of Petersburg with no place 

to lay her head. She refused all assistance from her relatives, happy to be free 

of worldly attachments. 

 After a while, Xenia left Petersburg for eight years. It is believed that she 

visited holy Elders and ascetics throughout Russia seeking instruction in the 

spiritual life. Saint Xenia eventually returned to the poor section of Petersburg, 

where she was mocked and insulted because of her strange behavior. When 

she did accept money from people it was only small amounts, which she used 

to help the poor. She spent her nights praying without sleep in a field outside 

the city. Prayer strengthened her, and in her heart’s conversation with the Lord 

she found the support she needed on her difficult path. 

 Soon her great virtue and spiritual gifts began to be noticed. She 

prophesied future events affecting the citizens of Petersburg, and even the 

royal family. Against her will, she became known as someone pleasing to God, 

and nearly everyone loved her. Saint Xenia departed to the Lord at the age of 

seventy-one. She was buried in the Smolensk cemetery. Later, a chapel was 

built over her grave. She is commemorated on January 24. 

                     -- Excerpted from www.oca.org/saints/lives.org 

 
Sunday, November 4…………………….9:30 am Third Hour  
                                                               9:45 am Prayer to St. Xenia 
                                                               10:00 am Divine Liturgy 
 
Sunday, November 11…………………..9:30 am Third Hour  
                                                               9:45 am Divine Liturgy 
 
Wednesday, November 14……………..7:00 pm Parish Council Meeting 
 

Welcome to all our visitors. 

Please join us for Coffee Hour after Divine Liturgy. 

 
God grant many years to those celebrating birthdays, wedding 
anniversaries, and name days during the month of November. 
 
November Birthdays: Fr. George Hasenecz, Niki Barna, Lynn 
Blackburn, Deborah Burne, Eugenia Connerat, Mary Ellen Cullinan, 
John Eremin, Patricia Fitzgerald, Natasha Gurevich, Eugenia 
Hasenecz, Annette Krawchuk, Matthew Krawchuk, James Penola, 
Tanya Palomino, Joseph Robinson, Johanna Ryzdaj, Alfred Soliman, 
Serge Wirhanowsky. 
 
November Wedding Anniversaries: Eric & Johanna Moore; 
Dominic & Barbara Timpani. 
 
November Name Days:  George Bohensky - Nov. 26, Andrea 
Bohensky – Nov. 30. 
 
A warm welcome to our visitors from St. Basil Academy. Everyone 
is invited to a special buffet in their honor following today's Divine 
Liturgy. 
 
Coming to HTOC Sunday, November 11, a Missionary Liturgy of 
St. John Chrysostom. “I was fortunate to attend a missionary liturgy with 
Dr. Witek several years ago. It was an awakening, enlightening, inspiring 
experience that changed me. The Divine Liturgy that Sunday was somehow a 
very different, even more meaningful experience than it ever had been before. It 
was one of those times when I wondered if I was experiencing something like 
Prince Vladimir's emissaries when they visited Hagia Sophia and wondered if 
they were in Heaven or on Earth. I left that service affected and I have left each 



Divine Liturgy service since with a deeper and somehow more meaningful 
experience. I recommend everyone make a special effort to be present at this 
very special service. Come and see!” -- Chris Wood 

 
Redesigned Website: Many thanks to Hurley Fox for redesigning 
our website into a cleaner, more modern format. Take a look at the 
new design at www.holytrinityrandolph.com! It’s still under 
development, so check it regularly for updates (as well as for the 
current calendar and news.) 
 
We Need Coffee Hour Hosts: Please consider hosting Coffee Hour. 
It can be as simple or as elaborate as you like. The Care Committee 
can help out. See Sandi Masklee (sjmasklee@gmail.com). 
 
Annual Girl’s Retreat. November 9-11 at St. Basil Academy, 
Garrison, NY. Theme: Finding Your True North, Where Does Christ 
Fit In? Open to young women grades 7-12. Contact Danielle Geeza, 
914-222-1317. 
 
The Bible Bowl is a quiz competition for teams of young people and 
adults. This year, all questions will come from the Gospel of Saint 
Mark as found in the Orthodox Study Bible. Teams are already 
forming throughout New York and New Jersey. The competition will 
be held in Yonkers, NY on Saturday, November 3. More information 
can be found at www.nynjoca.org.  
 
Please remember the Food Pantry and purchase low-salt, low-
sugar, and gluten-free items. Interfaith Food Pantry is in need of 
school supplies, canned fruit and vegetables, fruit juice, pasta, 
sauce, Parmalat, dry milk, canned beans, tuna, peanut butter, 
canned meats and meals, soups, baby food, Boost, and Ensure 
regular. Please be sure to purchase low-sugar, low-fat, gluten free 
products. See bulletin board for a detailed list.   
 
 

Repress the feelings of irritation in your soul with love, deaden the 

powers of the senses with temperance, and let the power of thought 

soar with prayer. Then, the light in your soul will never dim.                              

+St Maximus the Confessor 
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Very Rev. David R. Fox, Rector 

(c) 201-841-7590 – fatherdavid@holytrinityrandolph.com 

Very Rev. George Hasenecz, Attached – Carol Wetmore, Choir Director

 
 

Blessed Xenia of St. Petersburg (commemorated on Jan. 24) 

 

November 4, 2018 
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